Name: ____________________ Period: 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Building a Nation
Facts:

· The United States has declared Independence, 1776.
· New independence means that there is a NEED for a new government to replace the King.

· The United States is STILL at war with Britain until 1783 (Treaty of Paris).

· Each state has written their own Constitutions and some like Virginia and New York have a bill of rights.

· Most state governments were divided between executive and legislature.

· Each of the 13 states are very different economically, socially, and politically.

· Most people are loyal to their state and few Americans saw themselves as citizens of ONE nation.

· States did not want to give up power to a centralized government

· People feared that a STRONG central gov’t would be a replacement for the “tyranny” of the British King.

· After the war, the United States is millions of dollars in debt to foreign nations/private lenders

Now that you know the facts, what kind of government are you going to create? How are you going to overcome the problems of the new Republic? Answer the following questions as a group on one piece of paper that you will be turning in to me.
These questions should help you create your own solution to the government crisis now facing the colonists:

1. What kind of government are you going to have? Example: A king? (Start a new American monarchy) An oligarchy (A country ruled by a small group of people)? A Republic (Where everyone, or most of the population has a say in the lawmaking)? Representative Democracy (Where the people elect others to represent them on political issues and lawmaking)? 
2. Who is allowed to vote in your new central government?

3. How are you going to make new laws? How many of the states have to agree for a law to pass?

4. How are you going to maintain an army during war? Are you going to force people (states) to join or are you going to rely on volunteers? How are you going to maintain they loyalty if you force them? What if the volunteers are not enough?
5. How are you going to finance the war? Are the states going to be willing to summit to paying taxes to a central government when they fear it has too much power?

6. How are you going to pay back all the loans the United States has accumulated over the past 7 years?

7. Who is going to be in charge? How are you going to make sure that that person does not turn into a tyrannical new American King?

8. Who is more powerful, the state governments or the central government?

9. How are you going to convince the states to give up power to a new central government?

10. What powers is the new central government going to have? Power to make war? Peace? Tax? Make laws? Print money? HOW ARE YOU GOING TO MAKE SURE THAT THE CENTRAL GOVERNMENT DOES NOT HAVE TOO MUCH POWER?

11. Are you going to force a state to comply with a law even if they do not agree?

12. Who is going to have the power to regulate (control) trade between the colonies?

13. Who is going to have the power to enforce the laws created by the central government?

14. It took two years to convince ALL of the states to commit to independence. How are you going to make sure that the states are going to stay loyal to the new central government?

ID Question: What were some of the problems the Founding Fathers faced while creating a new government in the United States.  What struggles did you encounter with your partner(s) while building a nation?
