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	DOCUMENT
	YEAR
	HOW DID THE DOCUMENT IMPACT COLONIAL GOVERNMENT?

	Magna Carta
	1215


	1. limited the power of the king.



	English

Bill of Rights
	1689


	1. protected the rights of individuals

2. gave the right to trial by jury

3. outlawed cruel and unusual punishment

4. ruler could not raise taxes without approval of Parliament

	Mayflower

Compact
	1620


	1. agreed to work together to make the colony succeed



	Virginia

House of Burgesses
	1619


	1. marked the beginning of representative government

2. gave them the right to participate in colonial affairs

	Fundamental

Orders of

Connecticut
	1639


	1. expanded the idea of representative government

2. gave male property owners the right to vote

3. limited the governor’s power
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Exhausted by the sea voyage, the Pilgrims decided to travel no further.  But their charter was for a colony in Virginia.  So before going ashore, they drew up the Mayflower Compact.  The 41 signers agreed to consult each other and promised to work together to make the colony succeed.

Later, when the Plymouth Colony grew too large for everyone to consult together, the settlers chose representatives to an assembly.  The assembly made laws for the colony.



In 1639, the Connecticut settlers wrote a plan of government called the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut.  The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut set up a government much like that of Massachusetts, but with two important differences.  First, the Fundamental Orders gave the vote to all men who were property owners, including men who were not church members.  Second, the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut limited the governor’s power.  In this way, the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut expanded the idea of representative government in the English colonies. 



After King James II was removed from the throne by Parliament, William and Mary began their rule of England.  In 1689, William and Mary signed the English Bill of Rights.  The English Bill of Rights protected the rights of individuals and gave anyone accused of a crime the right to trial by jury.  It also outlawed cruel and unusual punishments.  Finally, it said that a ruler could not raise taxes or an army without the approval of Parliament.  As English citizens, colonists were protected by the bill.

Early Government Guiding Questions

Mayflower Compact

1. Where is the Mayflower Compact being signed? Why was it signed? 

2. Who were the group of people on the shore (in the picture) and why did they come to the New World?
Virginia House of Burgesses

3. Turn to pg 92 in textbook, list 3 laws the burgesses passed in the first session.
4. Who elected the burgesses or representatives?

English Bill of Rights

5. What was the purpose of the English Bill of Rights?
6. Who is Parliament handing the crown to (Pg 123)?

Fundamental Orders of Connecticut

7. What are the two important differences between The Fundamental Orders of Connecticut and the Mayflower Compact in Massachusetts (pg 104)? 
8. Who wrote the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut?

Magna Carta

9. In the painting, what are the English Nobles doing?
10. What is King John remembered for?
Wrap Up questions:
11. All of these Early Government Documents are the ______________ 

a. Foundations of Representative Government

b. Tools that led to religious freedom

c. Rights of subjects living in England

12.  What enabled the growth of colonial government in the colonies? 
      a. lack of social provisions in charter
      b. the distance from England gave little government control over colonies
      c. extensive cooperation between the settlers and King of England and Indians
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The idea that people had political rights was not new to the English.  In 1215, English nobles had forced King John to sign the Magna Carta.  The Magna Carta said that the king could not raise taxes without first consulting the Great Council of nobles and church leaders.





The Magna Carta seriously limited the power of the English King.  King John is forever remembered as the king who destroyed the power of the English Monarchy.  











An event that helped to save Virginia was the introduction of a new form of government.  In 1619, the Virginia Company sent a governor to Jamestown with orders to consult settlers on all important matters.  Male settlers who owned land were allowed to elect burgesses, or representatives.  The burgesses met in an assembly called the House of Burgesses.  Together with the governor, they made laws for the colony.





The House of Burgesses marked the beginning of representative government in the English colonies.  A representative government is one in which voters elect representatives to make laws for them.  In Virginia, only male property owners could vote.  Even so, the idea was planted settlers had a right to have a say in the affairs of the colony.











