Mrs. Bounds
8th Grade U.S. History
Rm: 1117
2012-2013

Contact Information 

BMS Main Phone Number: 281-634-3870      
Email Contact: Jamie.Bounds@fortbend.k12.tx.us

Mrs. Bounds’ Room Phone: 281-634-6870

Website: http://campuses.fortbendisd.com/campuses/bms/FacultyCourses.cfm?ExchangeIndex=178874 

CONFERENCE TIME: 8:55-9:55 (by appointment only)
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Course Overview: 

Welcome to the 8th grade.  We are going to study the historical, sociological, political, economic, and physical elements of the United States.  We will also focus on the importance of citizenship.

	Course Overview:

	First Semester
	Second Semester

	· Exploration and discovery

· Colonization/Colonial Life

· The French and Indian War

· Causes of the American Revolution

· The American Revolution

· The Articles of Confederation

· The U.S. Constitution


	· The First 18 Presidents

· Foreign Policies

· Domestic Issues

· The Industrial Revolution

· The War of 1812

· Westward Expansion

· Indian Policy

· The Reform Era

· Causes of the Civil War/The Civil War

· Reconstruction




Textbook:

Assigned textbook: The American Nation, James West Davidson (Prentice Hall, 2003)

Bring Textbook to class daily.

Needed supplies:

-5 Subject Spiral (175 or more sheets with pockets)                   
-Hand Sanitizer (any size)

-1 package of Loose Leaf Paper




-Highlighter

-Blue, black, and red pens, pencils




-Glue Stick

-Colored Pencils   






-Kleenex         









classroom expectations:

Students are expected to follow the school guidelines as stated within their handbook. 

Please be advised of the school wide tardy policy, as stated in the handbook and emphasized during the first week of school. Students are expected to respect the teacher and classmates, bring required materials to class, participate in class activities, and complete assignments with 100% effort.

****Additionally, I believe parent/teacher communication plays an integral role in a student’s success. Therefore, I am in continual contact with parents throughout the year for both positive things and things that may need improvement. I contact parents via phone or email, and include newsletters if requested. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
Class Work and  major grades:

All class work will be conducted in Interactive Student Notebooks (ISN).  The ISN will be used for class notes as well as processing and writing activities where you will be asked to express your own ideas and process the information presented in class. ISN’s will be allowed to be kept in class, and taken home when studying for a test. An Intellectual Diary (ID) will also be implemented in ISNs in which students will be writing about historical events and people. The IDs will help to improve student’s writing skills and prepare them for high school and beyond. Their ID assignments will be a separate section of their ISN. 
Through the integration of assessments, computer assignments, assigned readings, and writing and discussion activities, you we be expected to analyze social studies’ relationships, interpret data, form generalizations, and use problem solving skills that will allow you to master all the objectives. 
Major grades will consist of either an in-class project, or a test. All tests are multiple choice and essay. 
Make-up  Work:

If you are absent, it is the student’s responsibility to obtain makeup work from the “While you were Out” classroom board. You will have one day for each absence to make up work. 
Grading Policy:

· Students will be required to complete all assignments, especially projects.

· Late grades will affect their nine week average. (Please see student handbook)
· Parents/guardians will be notified when students repeatedly fail to complete assignments, fall behind in their academics and their conduct. 
· Homework will be assigned weekly (1 to 3 assignments on the average).

· Students will receive daily assignments such as home work, short essays, quizzes, assessments, class-work and political cartoons. 

· Students will be assigned major assignments such as essays, projects, presentations, and computer lab assignments.
PLEASE DETACH AND RETURN COMPLETED ON OR BEFORE MONDAY, 9/3/12
Student Information Form- PLEASE WRITE CLEARLY, and fill out ENTIRELY
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Student’s Name_________________________________________________


Address _______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

Home Phone #: _________________________________________________

Contact #1




Contact #2

Name: ________________________

Name: __________________________

Relation to student _____________
                             Relation to student _________________

Daytime Phone # _______________

Daytime Phone # __________________

Email: ________________________

Email: __________________________


____ I can be reached anytime concerning my child, AM (as early as 8:00) or PM (as late as 6:00pm) 

____ I prefer to only be reached in the AM/PM (circle one please) 

Additional information you would like me to know about yourself: (Academic needs, interests, hobbies, etc)













